
WHAT IS CERVICAL CANCER? 
•	 The cervix is the lower part of the uterus 

(womb) where it joins with  

the top end of the vagina

•	 The sexually transmitted Human Papilloma 

Virus (HPV) is the cause  

of virtually all cervical cancer cases

•	 A cervix with a persistent HPV infection 

develops “precancerous” lesions that, if 

caught early, can be treated

•	 Two vaccines are available to prevent 2 strains 

of HPV that cause 70% of cervical cancer cases

•	 Vaccines are extremely effective when given 

to girls before they become sexually active

WHAT IS THE CERVICAL CANCER INITIATIVE? 

The Cervical Cancer Initiative (CCI) is a programme of the  
Union for International Cancer Control to reduce the number  
of women developing cervical cancer and dying from the disease.

CCI is being rolled out in partnership with PAHO (Pan American Health Organisation) and IPPF/

WHR (International Planned Parenthood Federation, Western Hemisphere Region). Its areas of 

focus stem from the observation that the disease is both preventable and treatable, but that many 

women are not able to access necessary health services.In addition, many countries are facing the 

challenge of effectively integrating cervical cancer screening, prevention and treatment within their 

health systems.        

         

THE	PROGRAMMES	KEY	AREAS	OF	FOCUS	INCLUDE:

•	 Advocacy for cervical cancer to become a priority at the highest level

•	 Focused	health	system	strengthening	through partnerships 

•	 Training	and	education

WHY THE CERVICAL CANCER INITIATIVE IS IMPORTANT
Every year 530’000 women worldwide are diagnosed with cervical cancer, and around 275,000 die 

from the disease, with 88% of deaths occurring in developing countries1.

The good news is that cervical cancer is unique in that the knowledge 

and science to successfully prevent, early detect and treat it are available. 

These	tools	could	make	cervical	cancer	a	disease	of	the	past.		

Based on this knowledge, UICC is spearheading the Cervical Cancer Initiative (CCI) to significantly 

reduce the incidence and mortality of women dying from the disease through targeted and resourced 

interventions, supported by multiple partners. In 2011, CCI was launched with a focus on Latin 

America and the Caribbean based on an assessment of the burden of the disease in the region, and 

the ability to make sustained impact through the existing infrastructure and civil society networks. In 

2013, as a reflection of new developments and opportunities in cervical cancer, our work is expanding 

to other regions of the world.
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ADVOCACY

CCI’s aim is to mobilise change at the highest level as a catalyst for global 

impact. Through creating strong commitment among key stakeholders 

and a strong sense of urgency, the programme aims to tackle existing 

cervical cancer inequities by pushing for action at all levels. CCI works 

closely with WHO and other key international bodies to strengthen 

the advocacy arguments for HPV vaccination to become a standard 

component of immunisation programmes and for countries to use 

evidence-based technologies for effective screening. The programme’s 

advocacy messages are directly aligned with the UN Political Declaration 

on Non-communicable Diseases (NCDs) and aim to contribute to 

achieving the ambitious goal of reducing deaths from NCDs by 25% by 

2025.       

      

FOCUSED	HEALTH	SYSTEM	STRENGTHENING	THROUGH	
PARTNERSHIPS

Service	provision: Increasing the number of cervical cancer 

prevention and treatment services provided by sexual and reproductive 

health networks. The initiative supports civil society organisations active 

in women’s health to integrate cervical cancer into their agendas for 

education, service provision and advocacy. CCI brings together UICC 

members, governments and sexual and civil society organisations working 

in reproductive health. They take action together to respond to specific 

national situations and needs.

Policy: Supporting countries to develop or update their National 

Cervical Cancer Control Plans (NCCCPs). Planning integrated, evidence-

based and cost-effective interventions throughout the cancer continuum 

is the most effective way of tackling the cancer problem and reduce the 

suffering caused to patients and their families. In partnership with NCI 

and Interpeace, UICC will support the development or enhancement 

of NCCCPs through facilitating a government-led processes. Building 

ownership and commitment among core stakeholders is key for future 

implementation. UICC’s resources, network of experts and partners will 

help countries identify the key elements of an NCCCP, while supporting 

the development of crucial information to determine the most 

appropriate components of such a plan. 

	 	 	 	 	 	
TRAINING	AND	EDUCATION	

Strengthening health systems also relies on developing a stronger health 

workforce. CCI’s aim is to invest in human capital to achieve a reduction 

in the number of cervical cancer cases and deaths. UICC provides support 

to countries through seed grants, expert technical assistance, training and 

workshops, south-to-south exchange and other forms of collaboration. 

Through empowering their human capital, countries are taking a stride 

towards tackling cervical cancer.    

 

CCI	FUNDING	PRIORITIES	

CCI’s funding priorities follow the programme’s strategy, and are in tune 

with the changes and opportunities that arise in the world of cervical 

cancer. Our funding priorities for 2011-2015 are:

Advocacy: by investing into our advocacy team, you will help ensure 

that important cervical cancer issues get picked up at the global level 

Service	provision: funds are used to increase the availability of 

cervical cancer prevention services in selected Latin American countries

Policy: investing in policy allows us to provide technical assistance to 

targeted countries to develop and strengthen their national response to 

cervical cancer

Training	and	education: give more opportunities to countries 

and individuals to benefit from relevant support for human resources 

training.

KEY ACTIVITIES

The Political Declaration promotes:
•	 Increased	access	to	cost-	effective	vaccinations	to	prevent	
infections	associated	with	cancers	as	part	of	national	
immunisation	schedules

•	 Increased	access	to	cost-effective	cancer	screening	programmes

•	 Production,	training	and	retention	of	health	workers	with	
a	view	to	facilitating	adequate	deployment	of	a	skilled	health	
workforce	within	countries	and	regions	in	accordance	with	the	
WHO	Code	of	practice	on	the	International	recruitment	
of	Health	Personnel

CCI	IS	DIRECTLY	ALIGNED	WITH	GLOBAL	ADVOCACY	COMMITMENTS	
The Political Declaration of the United Nations High-Level Meeting on the Prevention and Control of NCDs adopted unanimously in 
September 2011 by 193 Member States, contains commitments that are aligned with the targets of the World Cancer Declaration.

SU
PP

O
R

TE
R

S

1Globocan 2008 (IARC), Section of Cancer Information, January 2012


